
Master thesis in Landscape Architecture and Planning 
Heike Kaiser| Kassel University | Winter 2009/10 



Introduction  

Community Forests  
 
Á Play an important role within the overall urban green space 

Á Represent nature close to where people live 

Á Offer unique recreational settings 

Á Provide special educational environments 

 
Professional objective  
 
Á To link recreational use and forest management by elaborating 

a sustainable and participatory development concept  

Á To illustrate how a better understandign of the interrelations 
between the local communities and their peri-urban forest is 
essential 

 >> for improving forest management and use 

 >> for enhancing local identity 

  
 
 

 



Background  

Community forest projects in Israel  

 
Á Jewish National Fund ς Land Development Agency (JNF-KKL): 

responsible public body for managing all forest in Israel 

 
Á In 2006: Introduction of Community Forest program 

 >> to improve the conditions of peri-urban forests 

 >> to meet the changing demands of society 

 

Á Balfour Forest: national pilot project 

 >> Public participation process limited to Migdal HaEmek 
      started ƛƴ нллуΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎΧ 

 

Á To get involved during a voluntary internship in the JNF-KKL in 2009 

 >> decision to make the project the subject of Master thesis 





Migdal  HaEmek -  Yafia  Ƶ Ginegar  //  

Planning area  

Á Location: near Nazareth in the Jezreel Valley, Lower Galilee, Israel 

Á Size: 420 ha 

 



Migdal  HaEmek -  Yafia  Ƶ Ginegar  //  

Community characteristics  

 

Á Located between the following communities: 

 
 >> Migdal HaEmek // Jewish development town (1953) // 24,800 inhabitants 

 >> Yafia // old Arab town (ca. 1400 BC) // 17,500 inhabitants 

 >> Ginegar // Jewish kibbutz (1922) ?? 500 inhabitants 

 

Á Situated at a sociogeographic clashing point of multicultural societies! 

 

 

Á Differing opinion about Balfour Forest: 
 
 >> Migdal HaEmek:  άbŜƎƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴέ 
   garbage, vandalism, insufficient infrastructre 

 

 >> Yafia:   ά9ȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅέ 
   Planted by Jewish pioneers on former Arab agricultural land 

 

 >> Ginegar:  ά{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜέ 
   deep bonds to the forest since its establishment 



Á Largest part of a Green Belt around Migdal HaEmek on an urban scale 

Á Green Links for flora and fauna towards other habitats 

Á Part of a replanted forest network around Nazareth on a metropolitan scale 

Migdal  HaEmek -  Yafia  Ƶ Ginegar  //  

Green Belt  


